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January 11, 1985

Messrs. Daniel, Komarek and Martinec
Attorneys at Law

315 East Fourth Street

Post Office BRox 2522 ;

Panama Citv, Florida 32402

Attention: Paul . Romarek, Esquire

Gentlemen-

This will acknowledge your letter of TJanuary 3, 1885
and certified copy of City Charter of the Town of Mexico
Beach, which was fileé in this office January 7, 1285.

Tindest recards.

qudially,

(Mrs.) Liz Cloud, Chief
Bureau of Administrative
Code and Laws

Jle




LAW OFFICES OF

DAN]EL, KOMAREK & MARTINEC charreren ATTORNEYS AT LAW

315 EAST FOURTH STREET MAIL ADDRESS: POST OFFICE BOX 2b22 PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA. 32402 (8904) 763.65G5

JOHN 'F. DANIEL
PAUL G, KOMAREK

RHONDA S. MARTINEC ¥ Januar‘y 3’. 1985
: , .
P =
gz =
% P
% b
Secretary of State m., 8 s
State of Florida F, —e M
The Capitol Building e
Tallahassee, Florida 32301. S =2

Re: City Charter of the Town of Mexico Beach
Dear Sir:

Please find enclosed a certified copy of the newly adopted City Charter
of- the Town of Mexico Beach. Please take appropriate measures for recording
same in your records, and advise if there is any other State agency that
should be contacted for perfecting the charter recordation procedure. Thank
you very much for your cooperation.

Yours very truly
;E ’ 4 »
Paul G. Komarek

PGK: r1k
Enclosure/as stated,
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‘Article I BOUNDARIES AND POWERS

Section 1.01 Continuation of City.

The City of Mexico Beach, in Bay County, State of Florida, shall

continue as a municibality under the laws of the State of Florida. A refer-.

" endum emending the Charter of the City of Mexico Beach, Bay County, Florida,

prdviding for and prescribing its government, jurisdiction, powers, duties,
franchises and privileges; authorizing the imposition and limitations of

penalties for the violation of its ordinances, providing for a t§§nsitié§'
(o]

from current Charter to the proposed Charter. ' EE ) = T
=t -

Section 1.02 (reation of (ity. = {” ij:

= Eﬂ er

Let it hereby be known that the Gity of Mexico Beach, Bgy Courmly,

: - -

Florida, was created by an act of the State of Florida legislaturgion &R
June 22, 1967, House Bill #3012; and hereafier in this Charter all refer-

ences to "City" said "City" shall meﬁn and be taken and held to mean, and

" refer to, the City of Mexico Beach, Florida,

Section 1.03 Boundaries.
The ferritorial boundaries of the City of Mexico Beach shall be
those presently existing and described as follows:
Begin at the Northwest corner of Fractional Section 23, Township 6
South, Range 12 West, and extend a line Eﬁsterly along the line between
§ections 1L and 23 for one-half mile, more or less, to the No;theaat corner

of the West Half of said Fractional Section 23; then Southerly along the

East line of said West half for one-half mile,.more or less, to the Northwest

corner of the Southeast Quarte: of the aforesaid Fractibnal_Sectioh 23; thence
Easterly along the North line of said Southeast Quarter for one-half mile,
more or less, to the Northeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; then Southerly

along the line between‘Sections 23 and 2L for one-quarter mile, more or less,




east Quarter for -one-quarter mile, more or less,

to the Southwest corner of the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of
said Section 2L; thence Easterly along the South line of said Northwest Quarter
of the Southwest Quarter for one—quarterlmile, more or less, to the Southeast’
Cornér of said Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter; then Northerly
along the East line of said Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter for-
one- qua.rter mile, more or less, to the North line of the South one-half of

the aforesaid Section 2l; then Easterly along said North line of the- South
half for onefhalf mile, more or less, to the Northeast Corner of the Northwest
Quarter of the Southeast Qﬁartér; then Southerly along the East line éf sﬁid
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter for oné-quarter mile, more or less,
to the.Southwest Corner of the Northeast Quarter of‘the Southeast Quarter;
then Easterly along the South 1ine of said Northeast Quarter of the Scuth-
east Quarter for one-guarter mile, more or less, to the Northeast corner of
the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the aforesaid Section 24;
thence Southerly aiong the East line of said Section 2 for one-quarter mile,
more or less, to the Northeast Corner of Fractional Section 25; thence
westerly along the line betwéen Section 2l and Fractional Section 25 for one-
quarter mile, more or less, to the Northeast Corner of the West Half of the
East Half of said Fractional Section 25; then Southefly along‘the.Eaét line

of the aforesaid West Hélf of the East Half for one-ﬁalf mile, more or less,

to the Norﬁhwgst Corner of ‘the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter;

- thence Easterly along the North line of said Northeast Quarter of-the South-

to the Northeast Corner of

said Southeast Quafter of Fractional Section 25; ‘then Southerly along the East

line of séid Fractional See¢tion 25 to a point on the mean high water line of

the Gulf of Mexlco, then South L45° West across the watera of the Gulf of Mexico

3 for 1500 Tfeet; thence turn rlght and ex‘tend a line Northuesterly that is parallel

i




to and 1500 feet Southwesterly of the meén high water line of the Gulf of Mexico
to a point that is. South 11 West and 1500 feet from the Southwest Corner of
Mexico Beach, Unit No. 7, thence North 11° East for 1500 feet to the mean high
water line of the Gulf of Mexico at said Southwest corner of Mexico Beach

Unit No. 7; then North 16 LO' East alung the Western boundary line of sald
Mexico Beach Unit No. 7 for 941 feet, more or less, to the North 11ne of Frac-
tlonal Section 22, TOHnShlp 6 South Range 12 West; thence Easterly along said

11ne of FTactional Section 22 for one-half mile, more or less, to the point of

beginning.
| ~ The above description embraces a part of Fractiopal Sections 22, 23, and
25; all of Fractional Section 26; a part of Section 2l and a. 1500-foot wide
portion of the Gulf of Mexico lying adjacent to the above described lands;, all
in Township 6 South, ﬁange 12 West, Mexico Beach, Bay County, State of Florida.
Section 1.04 Powers.
A. The City shall have all poweré granted municipalities under the con-
stitution and general laws of the State of Florida and shall have implied and

incidental powers to exercise the powers so granted.

B. The poneré of the City, under this Charter, shall be consﬁrued liber-

ally in favor of-the City.

C. . The City shall have perpetual succession and use a common seat.,

State Law Reference - Intergovernmental Programs F.S. Ch 163
Municipal Home Rule Powers Act F.S, Ch 166

Section 1.05 Debts and Obligations Impaired.

No obligation or contracts of sald City, including any bonds herato-
fore issued, shall be 1mpaired or voided by this act; but all such debts and

obligations shall contlnue unlmpalred and pass to and be blndlng upon the

municipality.




- Article II CITY COUNCIL, MAYOR

Section 2.01 General Powers and Duties;.

The City shall be governed by a Bayor-Cougcil form of govern-
ment. All-pawers of the City shall be vested in-the City Gouncil, here
inafter referred te¢ as the Council, except as otherwise provxded by law
or by this Charter; and the Council shall prov1de for the exercise there—

of and for the performance of all duties and obligations imposed on the

City by law.

Section 2.02 (Composition, Qualifications and Terms of Office.

The Council shall conslst of five (5) members, elected at large

by the qualified voters of the City. They shall be qualified electors,

citizens of the United States and shall have resided within the corporate
limits of the City at least one (1) year prior to the date of their qualify-
ing for office.

(4) .Qualifying for Council Seat. Any qualified eiector
of the City who meets the foregoing qualifications may qualify for election
to a CGouncil seat'by‘designating the group number for which he desires to
run and by payiné such filing fee as the City Council may prescribe to

the City Clerk not less than thirty (BQ) days nor more than forty-five

'(hS) days prior to the date of such election. Any such qualified elector

who files a sworn statement with the City Clerk of 1nab111ty to pay Sald
filing fee and providing to the City Clerk a petitlon signed by flfty (50)
quallfled City electors within the above prescribed perlod mey qualify for

election to a Council seat without payment of said filing fee,

"(B) Judge of Qualifications. The City Council shall have

'sole discretion in determining whether or not candidates have met the quali-

fications for election to the Council.




(C) Terms of Office. The terms of Council members shall
be for two (2) years, which term of office shall begin on the first Monday.
in December following: their election and until their successors are fully .
elected and qualified. The offices of the members of the City Council,’
including Mayor-Councilmen, are hereby designated as.groups 1, 2, 3, 4, and

5, all of said groups to be filled by candidates running-at-large. The

' mayor-councilman is designated as Group 1. The candidate receiving the

highest number of votes cast in the respective group shall be declared

elected.
Section 2.03 Schedulé
(A) Initial composition of Council. The initiaml membershiﬁ
of the Cit& Council shall consist of the five (5) members of the City
Council of Mexico Beach who are in office holding said seats on the effec-
tive date of this revised and amended Charter.
(B) The term of office of each present Council member énd'
his respective seat under this Chéfter shall expire:
GROUP 1: Upon thé elecfidn of a successor in November,
198l (Even Year)
GROUP 2; Upon th¢ election of é successor in November,
198l (Even Year) |
' GROUP 3: Upon the election of a secessor in November,
198} (Even XEér)

GROUP Ls Upon the election of a successor in November,

1985 (0dd Year)

GROUP 5: Upon the election of a successor in November,

1985 (0dd Year)
(C] Effective date of Charter. This Charter shall take




effect upon its filing with the Department of State after adoption by a
mﬁjority of the electors voting in a referendum thereon.

Section 2.0L Prohibitions.
Holding other office. Except where authorized by law, no
Council member shall hold any other City office or City ﬁéid empléyment_ :
duriﬁg the term of which he is elected to the Council.

Section 2.05 Organizetion and Selection of Certain Officers.

After each regular or special election for Council members, the
Council shall meet and elect from among: their number a Mayor pro-tem who
shall perform the duties of such office for one (1j year or until his

successor is duly elected and gqualified.

Section 2,06 Vacancies; Forfeiture of Office.

(A) Vacancies. A.vécancy in the Council shall occur upon the
death, resignation or removal from office as authorized by law. When such
vacancy occurs, the remaining Council members shail.aelect, within thirty
(30) days following the vacancy, by the affirmative vote of not less than
three (3) of the remaining members, a person to fill the vacancy until the
- next regular eleption. At this elec£idn the seat shall be filled as provided
herein for elections for the balance, if any, of the unexpired term. An
appointee shall be a qualifiea elector of the City, a‘citizen of the United
States, and have :esi&ed within the corporate limits of the City for at }
.1egst one (1) year prior to the daté of this appointment.

‘Whenever three (3) or more vacancies shall occur -at thé
same time, the mayor shallg‘wiﬁhin thirty (30) days, call a specisal elec-
‘tion to £ill the vacancies. Such election shall be conducted in accordance

with the procedures for elections. In no event shall the Council consist

of more than two (2) members serving on an appointive basis.




(B) Forfeiture of office. A Council member shall forfeit his
office if he lacks, at any time during his term of office, any qualifi-
cation for the office prescribed by this Charter or by law of fails to
aﬁtend three {3) cohéecﬁtive regulaf meetings of the Council without be-
ing excuse¢ by the Council.

Section 2.07 ngor.

The mayor, elected as aforesaid, shall be a votiné member of .
the Council and presiding officer.: The mayor shall be recognized as head

of City government for all ceremonisl purposes, by the governor for pur-

poses of military law, for service of process, execution of contracts, deeds

and other documents, and as the city official to represent the City in all

agreements with other governmental entitiés or certifications to other

governmental entities. The mayor shall be the chief elected administrative

and fiscal official for the City., The powers and duties of the mayor shall
be such as conferred upon him by State Laws, this Charter and by the City
Council.

Section 2.08 Mayor Pro-Tem,

The mayor ﬁro-tem, appointed as aforesaid, shall perform the
duties of the mayor in +the event the office of mayor becomes vacant or the
mayor is unable ﬁo perform any of his duties by reason of gbsencé from the

City or in the event of his incapacity. A new mayor pro-tem shall be ap~

pointed from among the remaining members of the Council in the event the d

"office of mayor becomes vacant, until a new mayor is elected at the next

regular election.

Section 2,09 Meetings and Procedures.

Meetings. The Council shall meet regularly the second Tuesday
of each month and at such times as it may prescribe by resolution. Special

meetings may be held on the call of the mayor or three.CB) or more members

4




of fhe Council.

(B) Procedure. The Council.shall determine its own rules and

order of business and shall provide for keeping'a minute book of ité proceed-
ings. The minutp.book shall be a public record. -

- | (c) Mo éction of the Council shall be valid of bindiné unless
adopted or approved by the affirmative fote of majority of the members of
the Couﬁcil constituting a quorum when the action is introduced. A two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the membership of the Council is required to enact an
emergency ordinance{ Voting on all ordinances, except on procedural motions,
shall be by roll call and the ayes and nays recorded in the minute book.

Section 2.10 Action Requiring an Ordinance,

In addition to acts requirea by law or by specific provisioﬁs of
this Charter to be done by ordinance, those acts of tﬁe City Council shall
be by ordinance which (1) adopt or amend an administrative code; (2) estab-
1lish a rule or regulation, a violation of which carries a penalty; (3)
grant, renew, or extend a franchise; (L) set service or.use charges for
minicipal services or grant administrative authority for such chargeg; (%)
.1evy.tﬁxes, except as otherwise provided with respect to the property tax
levied by adoption of the budget; (6) authorize the borrowing of money
(7) convey or lease or authorize the conveyance or lease of any lands of -the

City; (8) amend or repesl any ordinance'préviously adopted.

Section 2.11 Adoption of Ordinances and Resolutions.

IEA) Form. Every proposed ordinance or resolution 'shall.be intro-
duced in writing in the form.quuired for.final adoption and shall embrace
but one subje$t, which shall be clearly stated in tﬂe title. Any ofdi;ance'
which amends’ an existing ofdinaﬁce shall set out in full the ordinance,

" sections or subsectioﬁs to be amended. The enacting clause shall be hBe it

Ordained by the City Council of Mexico Beach,"



(B) Procedure. An ordinance may be introduced at any regular

or special meeting of the Council in wrltlng. Upon introduction of any:

ordinance a copy shall be dlstributed to each member and to the City Clerk

and such other places as the Council may designate. Procedure for adoptlon

shall be as prescribed in Florida Statutes. .

(G) Effective Date. Except for emergency ordinances, all ordi-
nances or resolutions passed by the.Council Ey a majority vote shall becomg
leffeqtive.ten (10) days after passage or as otherwise provided'fherein or

as set by law,

State Law Reference - Minimum requirements for adoption of ordlnances
and resclution,
F. 8. 166,041

Section 2.12 ‘Emergency Ordinances.

To meet e public emergency affecting life, pealth, proPérty‘or
the public peace, the Council may adopt one or more emérgency ordinances;
bu? such ordinances ma§ not levy taxes; grant, renew or extend a franchise;
or set service or user charges for any municipal servicés..

" (A) Torm. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in
thé form and manner prescribed for ordinances generally, except that it
shall be pléiﬁlyAdesignated in a preample as an emergency ordinance and
shall contain, after.the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an-

emergency exists and describing it in clearuand‘3pecific terms.

‘(B) Procédnre. " An emergencj ordinance may be adoPteq‘with
or withoﬁt amendment or rejedted at the meéting at which it ig ;ntrodnced,
but the affirmative ?ofe bf at least two—thirds.(?/j} of all Council members
ahall.bé.reqﬁired_fo;‘adop£ion; After its adoption, the ordinance sh#ll'
be published and printéd as prescribed for other adopteﬁ ordinances,

(C) Effective date., Emergency ordinances shall become

effective upon adoption or at such other date as may be specified in the'
9 .



ordinance.

(D) Repeal. Every emergency ordinance, excépt emergency
appropriations, shall automatically stand repealed as of the ninety-first
(91st) day following the. date on which it was adopted, but this shall not
prevent reenactment of the orainance under regular procedures, or if the

.emergency gtill exists, in the mannef_specified in this section. An emer-

‘gency ordinance may also be repealed by adoption of a repealing ordinance

in the same manner specified in this section for adoption of emergency

ordinances.

10




Section 2.13 Codes of Technica; Regulations..

The Council may édopt any standard code of technical regulations
by reference thereto in an adopting ordinance. The procedure and réquirements

governing such an adopting ordinance shall be as prescribed for ordinances

in Florida State.Llaw.

Section 2.1y Signatures and Authentication.

It shall bé theldnty of the mayor éﬁd the City Clerk, or other
person aépointed b&lthe Council, to sign-the original cﬁpy of each ordinance
or resolution upon its final passage. $aid parties shéll record in full, in
& properly indexed‘book kept forthis purpose and authenticated by his or
her signature, this Charter and all ordinances and resolutions adopted by

the Council. The original copy of all ordinances and resolutions shall be
filed in the City's Official Ordinance Book.

Section 2.15 Codification.
The Council is authorized to provide for the preparation of a

general codification of all City ordinances and resolutions of:a general
and permanent nature having the force and effect qf law. The general codi- .
fication shall be adopted by form, togethef.with the Charter and any amend-
ments thereto, and such codes of technical regulations and other ¥ules and
regulations as @hé Council may specify. Thié compilation shall be known
‘and cited officially as thé City of Meiico Beach Code according to Fioridé
Statutes or Florida Law. Copieé of thie code shall be furnished £o City
officers, placed‘in public offides for free public reference and made avail-
able for purchase by the public ﬁt.cost; as fixed by the Council.

Sgc;tion 2.16 Review, - o

ALl ordinances, resolutiﬁns and codes of technical regulations

shall be reviewed on the fifth (5th) anniversary of their effective date.

A1




‘Article III  GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

Section 3}O1 Ganefal Provisions.

(4) -Creation'of Departments, Tﬁe Qoﬁncil may establish city
departmeﬁta, offices or agencies in addition to'thosa‘crsated by this
Charter as it deems necessary and may establish any p051t10n(s) necessary
for operation of City services and may'prescribe the dutles and functions

of all positions, departments, offices and agencies.

(B) Supervision. Except as otherwise provided in this dharter
or by general lew, the Council will be responsible for designating the
position or individual responsible for the éupervision and direction of
each department, agency or office of the City.

Article IV FINANCIAL PROCEDURES

Section 4.0l Fiscal Year.
The fiscal year of the City shall begin on the first day of

October and end the last day of September the following year.

Section }.02 Submission of Budget.

On or before the first day of'August of each year, or as other=
wise required by law, the City Glefk or other officer designated by the

Council shall submit to the Council a budget for the ensuing fiséal year,

Section 4.03 Budget.

The budgéet shall provide a complete financial plan of all City -
funds and activities for the’eﬁsuing fiscal. yeér and, except as required
by law or this Charter, shall be in such form as the Hayor or other

designated officer deems desirable or the Council may require.,

The total of proposed expenditures shall not exceed the total of esti-

mated income,

12




Section 4.0l Council Action on Budget.

(A) The Council shall, by ordinance, adopt the budget on or
before the thirtieth (30th) day of.Séptember of each year. If it fails
to adopt the budget by this date, the Council, by resolution, may dlrect
that the amounts appropristed for_current operation for the current fiscal
year-shﬁll be deemed adopted fo; the ensuing fiscal year for a.period of
thirty'(BO)-dgys and renewed by resoluﬁion each thirty (305 déys with all
items in it'proraﬁed accordingly until such time as the Coﬁncil adopts a .

" budget for the ensuing fiscal year. An ordlnance adoptlng an annual budget

shall constitute appropriations of the amounts Specifled therein as expen-
ditures from the funds indicated. |

(B) Supplemental Appropriations. If, during the fiscai year;
revenues in excess of those estimated in the budget are available for Bp;
propriation, the Council, by ordinance, may make supplemental appropriations
for the year up to the amount of such excess.

(c) Reduction of Appropriations. If at any time during the
fiscal year it appears probable to the Clerk that the revenues évailable

will be insufficient to meet the amount appropriated, this shall be reported

to the Council without delay, indicating the estimated amount of the deficit,

any remedial action taken by him/her with recommendations as to any other
steps to be taken.. ﬁhe Couhcil.shall then take such further action as it
j'deems necessany to prevent or minimlze any deficit and for that purpose it

may, by ordinance, reduce one (l) or more approprlations.-

(D)- Limitations; Effective Date, No approprlatibn for. debt
service may be reduced or transrerred, and no approprlatlon may be reduced

.below any amount required by law to be appropriated or by more than the

‘amount of the unengumbered balance thereof. The Bupplemental-and emergency

. 13




appropriations and reduction or transfer of appropriations authorized by

this section may be made effective immediately upon adoption.

(E) ~ The Council, in accordance with general law, shall estab- -
lish procedures, rﬁles and regulations for formulation, hearings, public’

notice, amendments, revisions, adoption and administration of the bﬁdgetL

Section .05 Public Records.

‘Copies.of the budget anﬁ the capital program, as adopted, shall
be public records and shall be made available to the public in the City
Clerk's office. -

Section .06 Lapse of Appropriations.

Every appropriation, except an appropriation for a capital ex-
penditure, shall lapse at the close of the fiscal year to the extent that
it has not been e*pended or encumbered. An appropriation for a capital
expenditure shall continue in force until the purpose for ﬁhich it was made -
has been accomplisheﬁ or abandoned. ‘

Section 4,07 Independent Audit.

The Council shall pfovidé for an independent annual audit of
all city accounts in accordance with the rules of the Auditor General of
Florida, which shall include an annual examingtion of the financial position,
the results Af operations,‘and éhanges in fund balances of all the city
funds fqr'the yearrihen ended iﬂ accordance ﬁith generally aécepted audit-
ing ;tandarﬁs and ﬁay prqvide fof such more.frequent examinations aé it. .
deems ﬁecessary. Such exeminations shall be made by a certified public
accountant, or firm or sych accountants having no ?ersonal inférest, direct
or indirect, in the fiscal affairé'éf the city government.or any of its
officerB; | |
A mgnagémenﬂ letter shall be rendered byvthe exaﬁiﬁiﬁg auditor
setting forth deficienéies, if any, disclose@ by his examination and his

»
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suggestions for improvements in internal controls. This letter shall be

read at the next regularly scheduled council meeting after its.receipt. A
copy of this letter shall be filed with each copy of the audit report.

If the suditor for the State of Florida should perform such an

:examination and furnish such a letter, the council may accept them as

satisf{ying the requirements of this section.

Section ;.08 Establishment of Soards and Committees.

The City Council has the.authority to establish such Boards and

Committees and appoint members thereto as may be necessary to meet the

provisions of_this Charter.

Article V NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

State Law Reference - Electors and Elections. F.S. Title
IX "The Florida Election Code" '

Section 5.01 Electors,
Any person who is & resident of this city, who has gqualified as

an elector of the. State, and who registers in the procedural manner pre-
scribed by general law and ordinance of the city shall be an elector of

the city.

State Law Reference ~ Similar pfovisions, F.S. 166.032 .

Section 5.02 Nonpartisan Elections.

411 nominations and elections for the office of City Council
shall be conducted-on a ﬁodﬁartisan basis uithauﬂ regard for political
part& affiliation. No'designation.of political party‘afﬁiliation of ;ny
nominee shall appeaf on any campaién }iteraturé, noﬁination petition'd&
ballot.-,.A_ | -

Section 5,03 Nominations.
Cendidates for the office of City Council shall qualify for

such office in the manher prescribed in this Charter.
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énd specifying the address ﬁo which all notices to the committee are to be
sent, and setting out in full the proposed initiat;ve drdinancé or citing
the ordinance sought %o be reconsldered |
Promptly after the aff1dav1t of the petltloners'_commlttee is
filed, the City Clerk shall issue the appropriate petition blanks to the
:petitioners' COmmittegu
Sectibn 6.03 Petitions.

'(A). Number of Slgnatures. Initiative and referendum petitions

must be. 51gned by qualified voters of the city equal in number to at least
tventy-five percent (25%) of the total number of qualified voters regis- ‘
tered to vote at the last regular city'g}ection.

(B) Form and Content. All papers of a petition shall be uni-
form in size and style and shall be aésembled_as one- instrument for filing.

Each signature shall be executed in ink or indelible pencil and shall be

followed by the address oI the person signing. Petitions shall contain or

ha#e attached.thréughout their circulation the full text of the ordinance
' propoéed or sought ﬁo be reconsidered.
| . {C) Affidavit or Circulator. lEfch paper of a petition shall

have attached to it when filed an affidavit executed by the circulator
"thérebf stating that he ﬁersonally circulated the paper, fhe number.of
51gnatures thereon, that all the slgnatures were ai'f:_xed in his presence 'y
that he knows them to be the genuine 51gnatures of the persons whose names
they purport to be and that each signer had an opportunity before signlng
to read the full text of the ordinance proposad or sought to be reconsidered.

(D) Time for Filing Referendum Petitions. Referendum petitions
must be filed within thirty (30) days efter adoption by the Council of thé'

ordinanceé sought to be reconsidered.
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Section 6.04 Procedure after Filing.

(a) _Ceftificate of Clerk; Amendment. Within twenty (20) days
_after the petitibn is filed, the City Clerk shall complete a certificate
as to its sufficiency specifying, ir it is 1nsuff1c1ent the partlculars

fwherein it is defectlve and shall promptly send a copy of the certiflcate

to the patltloners' committee by registered mail. Grounds for 1nsuff101en-

cy are Aniy'those specified in the above section. A petition certified
ingufficient for lack of the required numbér of valid'signatures may be
amended once if the peﬁitioﬁers' committee files a notice of intentiom to
amend it>with the Clerk within.two (2) days after receiving the copy qf'hia
certificate and files 2 supplementary petition and adﬁitidnal papers within
ten (10).days after recei;ing fhe copy of éuch ceftificaté. Such supple=-
mentary pétition shall comply with the reguirements of éubsection'(B) and
(C) of the above section;and within fi%e (5) days after it is filed, the’
" Clerk shall complete a certificate as to éhe sufficiency 6f the petition
as amended and'promptly seﬁd a copy of such'certificate to the petitioners'
committee by reg1stered mail as in the case of an orlglnal petition., If
a petition or amended petition is certified sufficlent or if a petition or
- amended petitlon is certified 1nsuff1c1ent and the pet:tloners‘ commlttee
‘does.not elect to amend or request Council review under subssction (B) of
thiglseétiﬁn witﬁin theiiime required, the-ciefk shall.promptiy fresant his
- certificate té the Council;ana thé certificate shall then be a final'detgrm-
ination as to the sufficiency of the petition. ‘

' (ﬁ) Council Review.: If a petition has been certified insuffi-
clent ;nd the petitioners!' cémmittee does not file-notice of intention to
:amend 1t or ‘if an amended petltion has beenh certified insufficient, the

committee- may, within two (2) days after receiving the copy of such certi-

ficate, file a request that it be reviewed by the Council. The Council
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shall révia¥ the certificate at its next meefing following the filing of
such request and approve or Qisapprqve it, and the Cduncil’s determination
shail then be a final determination as to the sufficiency of the petition.
(C) New Peﬁitioﬁ;- A final determination of_insufficiency shall
not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same purpose. .
(D) Costs, 'The cost of checking the names on a pefition againét
the list of registered ;oters shgll.be born by the petitionefs' committee;

Section 6.05 Actions on Petitions,

(a) Action by Council. 'ﬁhen an initiative or referendum peti-
tioﬁ-has been finaliy determined sufficient, the Council shgll-prémptly
consider the proposéd initiative ordinance'in the manner as stated in tﬁis '
charter or reconsider the referred ordinance by voting its repeal,‘ If the
Council fails to adopt a pfo—iﬁitiative ordinance without any change in
substance witﬁin sixty (60) days or fails to repeal the referred ordinance
wiﬁhin thirty (30) days aftér the date the petition was finally .determined
sufficient, it shall submit the proposed or referred ordinance to the voters
of the city. . -

(B) Submission to Voters. The fote of the city on a pfoposed
or referred ordinance shall be held not-less than thirty (30) days and not

later thah one hundred eighty (180) days from the -date of the final Council
vote thereon. If no regular city election is to be held wlthln the period
.prescribed in this subsection, the Council shall provide for a special
election; otherwlse, the vote shdll be held at the same” time as such regular.
| eléction, except the Council may, in its dlscret:.on, provmde for a ElpeCI.al
'electlon at an earlier date within the prescribed perlod Copies of the
ppoposed or referred ordinance shall be made available at thg polls., -
(b)r_Withdrawﬁl of Pétitions. Aﬁ initiétive-or referendum pe£i—
tion may be withdrawn at any timé ﬁrior to the fifteenth (15th) day pre-
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ceeding the date scheduled'for a vote of the city by filiﬁg with the City
Clerk a request for withdraﬁal signed'by at least two~thirds (2/3) of the
members of the petitioners' committee. Upon the filing of such requést,

~ the p;tition shall have no_furthef fé;ce or effect and.proceedings thereon
shall be terminated. o

Section 6.06 Results of Election.

(4) Initiative. If a majority of the qualified electors voting
on a proposﬁd initiativg ordinance vote in its favor; it sha}lrbe c;néidu
ered adopted upon certification of the'election‘results and shall be treatéd
-. in all respects in the seme manner as ordinances of the same kind adopted
by the Council. If conflicting ordinances are approved at the same election,
the one receiving the greater number of affirmative votes shall prevail to
the extent of such conflict.

(B) Referendum. If a majority of the qualified electors voting
on a referred ordinance vote against it, it shall be considered repealed
upon certification of the election results.

-Seétion 6.07 Recall,

fhe qualifiea voters of the City sha}l'@ave the ﬁower ?o remove

from office any elected official of the City in acco?danqe with the general

laws of the state.

State Law Reference - Municipal Recall, F.S. 100, 361 .

Article VII GENERAL FPROVISIONS

Section 7.01 Separability.
If any provision of the Charter is heldi{nvalid,'thé other pro- -

visions of the Charter shall not be affected thereby. If the application
of the Charter or any of its provisions to any person'ofAcircuﬁstadca is .
held invalid, the application of the Charter or its provisions to other

persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.
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Section 7.02 (Conflicting Ordinances.

All ordinances insofar as they conflict with or are inconsistent
with the provisions of this Charter shall be declared invalid and are here-

-~ by repaaied.

Section 7.03 Continuation in Force of Nonconflicting Ordinances;
Repeel of Uncodified Ordinances.

A1) ordinances in effect upon the adoption of this Charter, to
the extent not irnconsistent with it, shall remain in force until repealed

or changed as.provided herein.

Sectlon 7.0L4 Standards of Ethlcs.

The general laws of the state governlng the standards of conduct
of public officers and employees apply to all elected officials, public -
officers and employees of the city. In addition, the Council may, by ordi-

nance, establish a code of ethics supplemental to genérél law for such

officials, officers, and employees.

Stete Law Reference - Code of Ethics for Public Officers and
Employees. F S, 1i2. 311 et. ~

Section 7. DS Per Diem and Traveling- Expense of Clty Officers, Empl_yees
and Anfhorized Persons. -

All offlcers or employees of the City of Mex1co Baach shall be
bound by the provisions of general law governing per diem -and travel ex-

penses.

State L&H Reference ~ Per Diem and Travellng ‘Expenses.
F.be 112 061. :

¢

Section 7.06 Purchases; Competitive Bids.
The :Council may establish, by ordinance, a method of competi-
_tive bidding for purchases made by the City of Mexico Beach.

Section 7.07 GState Law References; Inélusion in Charter.
i . 3 5 . .

Where not inconsistent or in conflict with specific provisions

of this Charter, the general law of this state, and the state law references
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: in éccordance with the genefal laws of the State.

in this Charter, shall be deemed to be a part of this Charterj and this

City, its officers and emplo&ees shall' be governed thareby.

Section 7.08 Charter Amendments and Rev151ons, Flllng of Same ulth
Original. . i

This Charter or any portion thereof may be amended or revised

Any aﬁendments or re-

visions shall.:be filed together with the original of this Charter in the

" office of the City Clerk as provided herein.

State Law Reference - Charter Amendments. F.S, 166.031.

Section 7.09 Changes in Governing Law; Charter Amendments.

(A) Intent., It is the intent of this section to allow this

‘ Charter to be updated and amended should there occur changes in the law

.governing this Charter and the operation of this City.. Then the City

Council may, by ordinance, adopt, and codify such changes and include such

changes in this Charter without referendum or vota of the electorate of

this City.
State ILaw Reference - Charter Amendments. F.S. 166.031.

Article VIIT TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Section 8.01 Peﬁdipg Matters.

A1l rights,‘claims, lisbilities, actions, orders, contracts and
legal or administrative. proceedings shall continue, except as modified
pursuant to the provibions of this revised and amended Charter, and in each

case, shall be malntained carried on, or dealt with by the clty department,

office or agency approprlate hereunder.

Section B 02 Officers and Employees.

(4) Rights and Privileges Preserved. Nothing in this revised
and amended Charter,rexcépt as otherwise specifically provided, shall affect

or impair the rights or p:ivileges of persons who are city officers or
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employees at the time of its adoption.

_ (B) ' Continuance of Office or Emplayment. At.the time this
pevised'and amended Charter takes-effect if a city employee holds any
office or position which can be abolishéd or ordéred vaéated hereunaer, .
he "shall continue in such-office qr position until the taking effect:of
some action aqthorized under a provision hereof directing that he Qacate

the office or positien or that the office or position be abolished.



ORDINANCE NO. 468

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 180 AND ALY, RELATED
ORDINANCES RELATING TO ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE OF THE
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO A REFERENDUM UNDER
CITY CHARTER SECTION 5.06 ELECTING TO AMEND CODE SECTIONS
33.01, 33.03, AND RELATED SECTIONS, SPECIFICALLY AMEN DING THE
CITY CHARTER TO ALTER THE GENERAL ELECTION DATES FROM THE.
FIRST TUESDAY FOLLOWING THE FIRST MONDAY OF NOVEMBER IN
ELECTION YEARS TO THE THIRD TUESDAY FOLLOWING TIIE THIRD
MONDAY IN APRIL IN ELECTION YEARS; AMENDING ALL QUALIFYING
DATES AND TIMES TO CONFORM TO THE ALTERED ELECTION DATE;
AMENDING THE RUN-OFF DATE, SHOULD A RUN-OFF BE NECESSARY,
TO THE THIRD TUESDAY AFTER THE THIRD MONDAY OF MAY
FOLLOWING THE GENERAL ELECTION; TEMPORARILY AMENDING
AND ALTERING THE TERMS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL SO AS TO
CONFORM THESE NEW ELECTION DATES TO SUCH TERMS BY
EXTENDING THE TERMS FOR SIX MONTHS, INCLUDING THE PRESENT
SITTING GROUPS 1,2, AND 3, AND THE NEWLY ELECTED GROUPS 4 AND
5, AS DECIDED BY THIS PRESENT ELECTION; AMENDING ALL OTHER
ELECTION LAWS, FEES, QUALIFICATIONS, AND SCHEDULES TO BE
MODIFIED, AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CONFORM; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES, CHARTER PROVISIONS AS A RESULT OF THE MAJORITY
VOTE, OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES AND CHARTER PROVISIONS IN
CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE.

WIHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter Section 5.06 and Ordinance No. 463, the

City of Mexico Beach, FL placed on the general ballot a referendum question to
determine certain issues relating to election dates, terms, qualifications, and other related
matters conforming its election periods to the Super Municipal Tuesday Elections in Bay
County, FL;
, WHEREAS, on November 4, 2003, the City of Mexico Beach, FL decided by an

overwhelming majority vote of the public that the City Council shall adopt by ordinance
a change to its Charter and Code relating to the scheduling of its general and run-off
elections for its elected officials, namely the Mayor and Council, Groups 1 through 5;

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2003, the City of Mexico Beach decided by
majority vote of the public that the City Council shall adopt by ordinance a change in the
Mayor and Council terms for Groups 1 through 5 in the up-coming general election,
presently sitting Groups 1, 2 and 3 terms to be extended and elected in the April 2005
general election, and Groups 4 and 5 to be elected in the November 2003 general
election, extending all such specific terms for approximately six months, so that all terms
will thereafier remain two-year terms as set forth in the City Charter or amended City

Charter;




WHEREAS, on November 4, 2003, the City of Mexico Beach decided by
majority vote of the public that the City Council shall adopt by ordinance all other
necessary changes to the City election provisions so as to comply with the Super
Municipal Tuesday Elections in Bay County, Florida;

WHEREAS, the City of Mexico Beach, FL has determined that it is in the best
interest of the City that this ordinance be enacted;

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of Mexico Beach,
Florida that:

Section 1. Pursuant to the results of the November 4, 2003 Referendum, the City
Council of Mexico Beach is hereby authorized to amend the City Charter and Code by
ordinance, and does hereby amend said Charter and Code, to change the schedule of its
general elections to the Third Tuesday in April following the Third Monday of each
election year starting in April of 2005.

Seetion 2. Pursuant to the results of the November 4, 2003 Referendum, the terms of the
elected officials presently serving in Groups 1 through 5 shall be temporarily extended
approximately six months so as to conform to the new election schedule.

a. Specifically, the Group 1,2 and 3 terms will not expire in December of 2004
but will continue until expiration on the first Monday in June of 2005 following the April
2005 general election. Thereafier, the terms in Groups 1,2 and 3 shall be for two years.

b. The Group 4 and 5 terms, as newly elected in November of 2003, will not
expire in December of 2005 but will continue until expiration on the first Monday in June
2006 following the April 2006 general election. Thereafter, the terms in Groups 4 and 5
shall be for two years.

¢. Thereafter, all terms in Groups 1 through 5 shall be for two years and the terms
shall begin on the first Monday of June following the General or Special Election by the

City.

Section 3. Pursuant to the results of the November 4, 2003 Referendum, any required
run-off election shall be held no later than the Tuesday immediately followi ng the Third
Monday in May following the General Election and no earlier than 14 days following the

General Election.
Section 4. (Reserved)
Section 5. All ordinances or laws in the City of Mexico Beach, or parts thereof, in

conflict with this ordinance shall be repealed upon passage of the ballot question and
proposed ordinance contained therein.



Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage.

INTRODUCED at a Regular Meeting on March 11, 2004, and ADOPTED ata
Regular Meeting on April 13, 2004.

CITY OF MEX1CO BEACH, FL

’éayo%éthy %ngﬁland

Clerk; Henry Flack

Approved As To Form:—_

City Attomé'y, Paul Komarek




